
AMATEUR PLAYE! S
A Revi of Iteret n the DrMa

sWl in Acting.

M CARROLL IIIIOTE hUB

It Aspires to Give Renditions of

Shmkepearean Scene.

BOME OF THE ACTORS

the citizens of Wash-

A FEW YEARS AGO

Ington were given an
opportunity f r om
time to time of wit-
nessing dramatic pro-
ductions of a high
order by home talent.
Plays were present-
ed by amateur actors
in a manner that
compared favorably
with the productions
by profesional play-
ers. and the enter-

t.ismeants were sure of drawing large and
appreciative audieacem. It was Juring the
years frum IMl to im10 that the [Barrett
Club. better known in memory as the Law-
Yee Barrett Dramatic Club, was in ex-

stenc, an organimliom of amateur actors
lt was looked upon with pride by the
theater soers of that thime. A famoas ren-
dtioa of "JuliuU Cear" in I= will never
he forgotten by the lovers of the dramatic
art. "The Merchant of Venie' and other
M-k-i-rean plays were produced the
namt winter before many large and enthu-
alastic audiences. Probably no other ama-
tern dramatic organiationia this country
has ever gradumted as many of ts len-
hers on to the preemiunal stage as did the
Barrett Club during Its brief existence.
Mr. ChareO Hanford, the well-known

am~maneaL act&~, was the fBret acting
=maage of the club, with Mr. Clarence B.
Uheam as his busmaos manager. Later on
ts the hot=r of the club Mr. Wilton Lack-
Wye be=e manager and Mr. Thad. Bauler
stage manager. Mr. Lackmye has deUghted
Wamahigtos audiences many times since
adepting the stage as a profession. Among
others who were members of this club or
ether Washington clubs and who have
beam= wol known e the stage are Mr
im Murphy, Mr. James A. Mahomy. Mr.
Edwin Trave% proprietors of "The Pri-
vate Secretary;" Miss Julia Wheeler. now
Mirs. Morrisy; Mis= Rose Wheeler. now

Mrs. Harper; Miss Anne Iewis. Miss Anita
Nendri~the well-know eslocutionM of this
eoty; Uib Minnie Fry. Miss Annie Story
ad Mr. Robert Downing.

A Revivatl et nterest.
Lest winter there were signs of a revival

at Interest in amateur dramatics among the
3t1mbs of the old Barrett Club. which re-
sulted a few months ago In the organize-
tie. withb the Carroll Institute of a dra-
matic club, to be known an the Carroll In-
stitute Dramatic Club. The new organlza-
ties is made up of a younger generation of
meters. that has come upon the boards with
high and lofty ambitions to win a place in
the estimata of a crittial public that vD!
give them a claim to the right of being call-
ea worthy successors of the once famous
Barretts.
Every member of the organiation knows

ftm well that this can only be attained by
scientous study of the dramatic art,

work and diigent application, and
der the Instruction o( a thorough teacher

they are aiming to attain that end.
Mr. Vincent E.

Lynch. the instructor
of the club. is a na-
tive of Ohio, the ao
of Mr. John Arthur
Lynch. a well-known
lawyer. At aLy
age he acq~e
love for the drma
and before reaching
maturity had become
familr.r with t h e
works of the great
actors a n d drama-
tists. He inherited a
love for mu-dc asYaset 3.n~hWell an the drama

I . YU061* from his mother. who
was a wmseelan of talent. Upon enteringU8. John's Collage In this city, where he
was graduatel in 188a. he found the op-
portualty be desired of studying Shakes-rare for in this school much attentiongive, to the study of the drama and en-esangement gives to amateur acting, as
0 shown by the many creditable produc-tions that have been brought out on the
stage of the college lecture hall.

Mr. Tdward J. -

Walsh, the amanager
et the club. Is a law
atudest of George-
town aversity and

tionist, havto a p -

audiences He was
graduated from St.
John's Colle~e in the \
class of 'U wherc, In
the character of Sir,
Thomas More, i the
drama of that name,
he won the medtal at
the annual exhibl- E. J. Walsh.

son. Later he played Bassanto In the*'Merchant of Venice," also Mad Artu
in"Handy Andy." at Gonsaga CollegeHe was the elocutionist of the origna

lin Banjo and Guitar Club, and has
alay been ready to aid, In entertanentfor charity. To his energy the new organi-
mston largely owes its existence.

Mrs. Gay Robertsonis a well-.known mnem-ber of the Shakeso-
- peare Club and is ree-ognized an one of the
m osa t accomplishetdramatic readers in
t h a t organteation.'heIs a native of

tesdyof her art
at her home in in-

dinaois. Later, up-
Son the urgent sonlei-taticn of Mr. John
McCallough, she wentto Philadelphia and

Sput herselfounder the
-instruction of Mr. J.Mra.Gay Robertson B. Robnan then con-

sidered the best teach-
or o: e'ocution in the country. Sh made
her dle'ut as a reader In the Quake~r city
ani scuor"'d a deCcJ~e succea.s, afterward
re uitng In nearly all the larxer western
citie'. She has appeared as Constan-re in
**Kln; John." as Lady Teazie and other
eh iracters; the most successful, howevesr,he'ng as Ladly Macbeth In the sleep-walkingScene.

lMis Nora Cocker,
the third lady of theclub, Is a daughter
of Mr. Win. Cocker
and a graduate of
the Vlsitation Con-
vent on Connecticut
avyenaue. Although
having taken part in
many parlor theatri-

* cals she did not make
'"' her bow before a pub-

tTAlic audience until a
few weeks ago, when
she played Lady
Teazle to the Sir Pet-
er of her brother,
Mr. J. Travis (Cocker,
at ani entertainment

Mis. 3.'~s Caeke'. at Mt. Vernon Church,
Miss Cocker 'is

on Indefatigable worker, and if study will
essure succes she is sure to win.

Mr. J. Travis
Cocker has appeared
successfully as Ireton
in "Make Your
Wills," Malvollo in
*T we I f t h Night."
Leonata in "Much
Ado," and Brutus In
"Julius Caesar." He. A
like his sister, in a
close student of the
art he Is striving to
acquire. He is s
graduate of the Lin
where he was the f/ -

star In the dramatic> - /'

In Ifeane Lack-
rye. a sister of the
-alented acter Wilta
Laaaye, hae ppear-
ed several times be-
fore Washington an-
dienes, the most re-
cant occasion being In
"My Gerasine." dr-
ing the Christmas
hondays at Go!saga
Hall. When a little
girl attending
Notre Dame
she took the pertot
Golden Hair tn aper-
etta-ber Arnt appear-
ance on the stage. La-
ter she attended Htoly
Cross Aademy.where Relee Lhekayesshe often appeared
In entertainments. Last winter she ap-
peared as Mrs. Charles Thornby In "ASocial Glass." a temperance play broughtout by the Brotherhood of at. Andrew ofGrace Church. Although p n decideddramatic talent. Miss Lackaye does not as-pire to a place with her brother on theprofessional stage, but Is content to studyher art as an amateur.

Mr. Matthew F.Halloran has so often
been heard as an elo-cutionist by Wash-
ington audiences thatan Introduction Is not
needed. He took the
character of Phil
Carroll In the recent
production of "MyGeraldine," and was
an active member of
the Pythian SocietySociety of Gonsaga
College while a stu-
dent there. He holds
a prominent position
under the civil aery-

George H. O'Con-
r has appeared sev-

eral times, both an
an amateur and up-
on the professional
stage. As George
Washington Crank In 'ob
"The American Min-
iter," he made a de-
eded hit. As Ko Ko
in the "Mikado." he
also scored a success.-
He Is a law student
in the National La
School and is at
brother of Mr. Ed-
ward W. O'Connor,
a rising young actor.
now with the Mabel
page Dramatic Coal-Ge. E. WOceme..
pany, playing in the
west. His sister married a few years ago
R. J. Vance. then member of Congress
from Connecticut.

Mr. John J. Nolan
I the ex-president of
the Georgetown
Catholic Union. and
is a graduate of St.
John's College. where
he took the elocution

- medal in 17ST for the
delivery of Catelines
Defense. He is an
active member of the
Alumn1 Association
of St. John's and also
of the Potomac Bot
Club. He doing
, uslch comecien
work as an amateur
actor, and Is regarded

John J. Nedan. as a valuable awes-
ber of the Carrell Institute Club.
Mr. Cornellus T.

Daly is a member of
the Shakespeare Club.
He made his first ap-
pearance before an
audience as "Mr.

.--le" in "Tom
Cobb." His next ap-
--.ance was as
Touchstone in "As
You Like It." in
which he scored a de-
cided muece. H \,
has also appea-ed a\\.
the clown in Twelfth
Night successfully.
Mr. Daly is a well-
known young busE-
ness man of the city. C- ye
Mr. Percy Leach is a son of the late Dr.

Hamilton Leach. He has taken part in
many amateur entertainments from the
time when, as a little boy, he was an ac-

complished fancy dancer to the time when
he made a hit in "My Lord In Livery," not
long since.
Mr. John S. Moran took a prominent part

in "My Geraldine" a few weeks agoand has
been seen as ".Bassnlo" in the Merchant
of Venice. He is an actor of promise, and
a valuable member of the club.

Mr. John F. Pear-
son, the well-known
athlete. has joined
the organisation with
a view of studying
the dramatic art, and
becoming as proficient
in that as in athlet-
Ics.
The new organisa-

tion will make Its bow
to the Washington
public in "An Een-
Ing with Shakes-
peare" at Carroll In-
stitute Hall next
Thursday evening.
preentingfour scenes

John .from the plays of
the great author as follows:

JULIUS CAESAR.
Act I-Scene II.

Brutus...........................John S. Moran
Cassius.............E. J. Walsh

HAMLET.
Act I-Scenes II and IV.

Hamlet.......................V. E. Lynch
Ho-atio....................J. Travis Cocker
Marcellus................Jno. F. Pearson
Ghost.....................M. F. Halunr=n

Act III-Scene IV.
Hamlet.......................V. 3. Lynch
Queen..................Mrs. G. Robertson

TWELFT'H NIGHT.
Act II-Scene V.

Sir Toby Belch.............Gee. O'Connor
Sir Andrew Aguochqek......Percy Leach
Fabian...........................C. T. Daly
Malvolo.................J. Travis Cocker
Maria................. .......Miss Cocker

MERCHANT OF VENICE.
Act IV-Scene I.

Duke of Venice............ F. Halloran
Antonio........................ . . Nolan
a===ua...................J. Travis Cocker

Solanlo....................John F. Pearson
Gratiano........................C. T. DalyShylock.......................E. J7. Walsh
Portia......................Miss Lackaye
Neriasa.......................Miss Cocker

Uoard BEho.l Deniten.
The following answers have been eufled

from English board school examinations by
the University Correspondent:
Rabies-What you put round a, dog's nose

to prevent his biting.
Compurgation-When he was going to

have anything done to him, and If he could
get any one to say not innocent. he was let
off.
Function-When a fellow feels in a funk.
Quotation-The answer to a division sum.
Civil war-When each side gives way a

little.
Parallax-In consequence of parallax a

star Is always observed from the center of
the earth.
Precession-(1.) When things happen be-

fore they take place. (2.) The arrival of
the equator En the plane of the elliptic be-
fore It is due.
Zent-(1.) A quadruped living In the

interior of Africa. (2.) A kind of wind.
Parable-A heavenly story with no earth-

ly meaning.
The four seasons-Pepper, mustard, saltand vinegar.
Alias means "otherwise"-e. g., he wastail, but she was alias.
Where is Iron found in England?-In theMlack Regions.
What is the capital of Belgium famousfor?-Bruassels sprouts, sir.
How is the earth divided?-By earth-quakes.

Proma Pe.~
This is the horrible sto.
Teld as the twilght fls

By the private cach.en at Lenes.A they hol each ethers test tails.
Seems was the Van R ets ocha,Preed of his lofty rash;Chawlee was his nybroterPootman to great 'an hk

flat Chawles had a sel 'sath he setatim,hAd-reader, I ause here to meb.--lome one efered tomake him a plumber,And he baselr accepted the job.
And Jeems aever smiled thereafter;Never, Ia bower or hal-
Nor at Roral perade at Leuoi,Nor at Newport, at coachmans bal.
Cave up his gorgeous livery;ltarteredi his homer for gold.
Whch Brutus said, 'may be grasped thus'-If the market will let yoe get hold.
And that is the horrible story,Told as the twilight fails,
By thi- private coachmen at Lesor.As they hold each other's coat tails.

Artist-"Your portrait will be finished in
a few days."
"Throw It away and begin a new one. I

have just been raised to the rank of a
baron.--Fi..enan Blatt..

THE NATIONAL GUARD
Preparing to Make 1894 a Memor-

able Year.

The First Regiment Getting Ready
for Real Work.

MATTERS OF INTEREST

lusinq.. around the armories has bright-
sued up n.derably during the past week,
and there is prospect of Increased industry
as winter draws nearer to a clome. To be
sure the winter Washington has known has
not so far been very formidable, but as
none of the District soldiers-not even those
connected with the weather bureau-had an-Idea that there would be so much of mild-
ness no plans for outdoor drills were made.
Whatever there was of enthusiasm has
therefore been divided between work in
the drill halla and the rile gallerie. The
day of perfunctory maneuverings and Ina-
bility to shoot is passing away rapidly. and
unless an the signs are misleading in the
extreme the year which has just opened up
will witness greater Improvement in the
District National Guard than even the most
sanguine of prophets cares to foreshadow.
Of course there are many difinculties to
be overcome, but there meems to be plenty
of "the spirit that overcometh" In the bri-
gade, and the chances are that the workers
will succeed in doing very much of that
which they have set out to do.
CL Moore is Stirring Them Up.

In the Grst regiment there has been mark-
ed access of regimental activity, due, main-
ly, to the excellent misionary work of Capt.
Peizotto. the new regimental adjutant. Col.
Moore Is thoroughly In sympathy with the
reviving designs and has secured from
about an of the ofleera satisfactory assur-
ances of their intent to co-operate with him
in an effort to raise the regimental tone
until even the most critical will have no
reason for complaint. As a preliminarystep-end a good one-It has been decided
to hold an officers' meeting once In each
month, and every offleer in the regimentwill be expected to attend. The interchangeof Tiews which win surely take plae at
those assemblies cannot but operate beme-
ficlally. The second of these meetings is
to be held next Wednesday evening.Within the next week or two the regi-
Mment will be exercised in rapid assemably-extremely Interesting work. The limit will
not exceed two hours, which means that if
COl. Moore telephones the battalion com-mande.s at 6 o'clock he will expect the
regiment to be ready for duty not a minutelater than S. After the assembly the regi-
ment will prebably-weather permitting--do
a little street riot drill.
And CO. Clay asm th.eyes Open.
The second regiment is wideawake as

usual. A goodly proportion of the regimental
attention is centered just nor, upon get-
ting the season's rise practice properly
started, but the other soldierly essentials
are not suffering from neglect. CoL Clay
does not anticipate much of open-air drill
work before the incoming of April, but the
program from that time on in rich in street
riot drills and other attractive and usefulexereises of the thoroughly practical sort.
Epecial effort is going to be made to have
a henomenally large percentage of officers
and enlisted men qualify as marksmen or
better, and this endeavor in quite likely to
result In a complete eclipse of all pestrecords. A somewhat novel feature in the
social end of the organisation is Col. Clay'salmoet gratifed desire to gather the vocal-ists of his command together and swear
them in as members of the Second Iegi-
ment Glee Club. There is a considerable
quantity of real talent in the regiment.
and If Surgeon Frank J. Woodman of the
sixth battalion takes charge of the club-
as he probably will-the second will have
another reason for being proud of itself.

The ebarmary Sehedule.
General order., No. 1. current series, pub-

liabs the schedule for gallery practice to
be observed for the month of February,
IK as follows:
The Brst battalion will practice In the

gallery at Its armory, under a schedule to
be prepared by the battalion commander.
Second battalin-Company A. Thursday,

February 5; company B. Thursday. 1st;
,company C. Saturday. 17th; company D,
Thursday, 15th.
Third battalion-Company A. Monday.

5th; company B. Monday. 19th.
Fourth battalion-Company A. Tuesday,

13th; company B, Tuesday. 27th; company
C. Tuesday. 6th; company D, Tuesday. 20th.
Fifth battalion-Company A. Friday, 2d;

company B. Friday, 2d; company C. Fri-
day, 9th; company D, Friday, 16th.
Sixth battalion-Company A. Wednesday,7th; comnpany B, Wednesday, 14th; com-

pany C. Wednesday. 28th.
First separate battalion-Compay A.

Monday, 12th; company B, Fia, Ud,;
company C. Wednesday, 21st; compny D.
Saturday. 24th.
Engineer corpe, Saturday, 10th.
First separate company, Saturdsy, 3d.
Second separate company, Saturday, S4.
The general staff and the field and staff

officers and non-commissioned staff of reg-
iments, Monday, February 26.
The field and staff oficers and non-com-

taissioned staff of battalions, the evenings
assigned to company A of their respective
battalions.
Practice for February will be at 300

yards. The volley Brinet is to be done
kneeling Instead of standing, as heretofore.

A Goed Idea Prema Newr York.
The National Guard Association of the

state of New York has recommended sev-
eral amnendme'ts to the state's military
code. Two amendments of Interest to
guardsmen generally are those allowing
mounted offieers $0) annually to procure
uniforms, and $80 to all other officers, and
providing that each enlisted man, while on
actual duty, except for Inspection and prac-
tice, who has served a full term of enlist-
ment, shall be entitled to additional pay
at the rate of 25 cents per day during the
second five years of his service, and a fur-
ther addition of 25 cents per day for each
succeeding five years of service, providing
that when on duty or assembled therefor
in case of riot, or when called In aid of the
civil authorities, commissioned officers shall
receive the same pay as commi.sined ofl-
cors of the regular army of the United
States of the same grade and term of serv-
ice.

Next Week's Sheeting.
Ordered rifle practice in the brigade gal-

lery next week will be in accordance with
the following schedule:
Tuesday-Company D, first separate bat-

talion.
Wednesday-Company C, first separate

battalion.
Thursday-Company B, second battalion.
Fridayv-Company A. fifth battalion.
Saturday-First separate company.

Notes,
Mr. Andre Louis Dagger, nominated to

be inspector of riD, practice for the third
battalion, was before the department of
rifle practice board of examination on Mon-
day evening and went through the mill
without the slightest difficulty. He wWl
be recommended for "commission In the
next batch of papers that goes from brigade
headquarters to the War Department.
The national guard of New York Increas-

ed Its marksmen 1,617 over the year 130.
The total number of qualifed marksmen
In the state forces is now 7,982. The sev-
enth regiment leads with a total of 1,094,
of which 917 are marksmen, 171 sharp-

shooters and 6 are experts. The total sharp-

shooters in the forces in '73 and of experts

Lieut- Mellach, recently assigned to duty
as inspector of rifle practice for the first
and second separate companies, has com-
menced work with a vim. He will be cor-
dially supported by Capt. Barbour and
Capt. Story, and is going to toll for a rec-
ord.
The regular monthly meeting of officers

of the department of rifle practice will he
held In the brigade gallery on Monday
night, Immediately after the conclusion of
the sith battalion-engIneer corps match.

CoL. Moore, Capt. Peixotto and Capt. Mc-
Kim went down to the Center Miarlet
armory drill hall the other night and In-
speteda te. second attalin. Thngs er

InVYatifacorycondition. mas Adju-tant Palmotto

Tonight the general staf, and the eW
and staff o0cm and non-commimaned
staf of regiments are due in the rile gal-lary.
The rle gallery will be open ever day,

except Sunday. fram 3 to 6 clock p.m., for
voluntary practic. Ammunition will be
furnished on the payment of one Cent for
each round. An inspector of rile practicewill be In attendance, and, on request, will
certify scores to the captaids of companiesto be credited as part of the required prae-tices.

Interest in the ride competition which is
to take place on Monday evening continu-
ally Increases. Neither the sixth battalion
men nor the engineers express any undueconldence, but the contest promdes to be
memorable.

First iAeut. John T. Eiker, Ait separatecompany, has been detailed as an addi-tonal member of the brigade board of ex-amination.

GENERAL ATHLETICS.

Two New Club. Egtbabah-d in Bsunh

Reeerda Droken at the Y. A. C. A.
Club maabstIom-Kews in nasare

to OtheaO Clubs.

That Washington is interested in athletic
sports has never been questioned. This
city has always been a bicycling center;foot ball has drawn the people very well;boxing has grown in popularity very rapid-
ly lately, but wrestling has been slighted;
tennis got a good grip on folks last um-
mer, which It In going to tighten this com-
ing season; boating has never had any
show; whether Wanhineon is a good base
ball city or not Is a disputed question. The
interest which is felt in general athletics is
very well shown by the attendance at ath-
letic exhibitions. The exhibition of the
Young Men's Christian Association took
place last Wednesday night and the at-
tendance at that time left no doubt in any
one's mind that people cared for things of
that sort.

Two Now Clubs.
Another pointer for those who are won-

dering whether athletics are on the increase
here or not is the establishment of two new
clubs in South Washington. The Emerald
Athletic Club, which has been in existance
only a few weeks, has prospered so %-l
that they are already talking of largerquates. They have adopted a badge and
have arranged for an exhibition soon, to
be given together with the American Ath-letic Club, The American Athletic Club isonly about three months ol, with a megg-bership of about twenty-five persons. butthey have done so well that on the 1st ofthe month they will say good bye to theirold quarters and take po=es=an of a good-aised and convenient hall, at the corner of12th and Z streets northwest. On Febru-ary 5 they will give an exhibition in the
new place, in which members of their cluband members from the Emerald AthleticClub will take part. Boxing and other feat-ures will occupy the evening. The olicersof the American Athletic Club are: Ed-mund Vernon, president; Ed Hughes, vicepresdent; Oscar Walters, secretary, andl Cohen. treasure .

A New Instrueter Wante.
A new instructor has not yet been en-

gaged by the Young Men's Catholic Club,although several good ones have offeredtheir services. Bowling seems to be the
fallrite game at present, and both alleysare well patronized each evening. The clubteam is doing remarkably well and sur-prised their friends last Tuesday by defeat-ing the Columbia Athletic Club nn theirown allys. Basket ball is also receivingattention. and Mr. 0. C. Callan has aboutorganised a club team.The Orchestra of the club will give one oftheir dances at Carroll Institute Hall nextWednesday night.
The entertainment committee, lookingahead, have already decided on June 20 asthe date of the club's irst excursion toRiver View, and another wIM be given inAugust.
The regular meeting of the Dramatic So-ciety of the club will be held next Wednes-day night, and that of the club proper onthe first Tuesday in February.

The Y. I. C. A. Club.
The exhibition of the Young Men's Chretian Association will be remembered for

more reasons than one. So successful weIt that Prof. Sims has already decided togive another in about a month, which maybe seen by those who failed to see the arat.
It will be a repetition of the one given on
Wednesday night, together with same nsew
features to be gotten up by that time. Tworecords were broken at the exhibition whichthe Y.M.C.A. may feel joyous over. The
pole vault was made at nine feet five and
a quarter inches by Harry Gren, son ofDr. S. IL Green, pastor of the CalvaryBaptist Church. This breaks the Districtrecord for that feat by same inches. In thehigh jump, also, Frank Hanna made therecord of five feet eight inches, the bestthat has been done in that line. Johnsn
deserves credit, too, for the good accountof himself he gave in the wrestling. E. A.Playter made the record of ten feet two andone-half inches for snap under the bar, andnine feet for the high kick.
A class in the Indian club swinging, con-

sisting of new members, has been startedin the gynasi=um of the Young Men'sChristian Association within the last few
days.
The monthly meeting of the Carroll In-

stitute was held Thursday night, but nobusiness of much Importance was transact-ed. A chess club is to be organised short-ly at the Institute.

Tries for Digamy at Six.
Fram the Japua Gasette.
Recently a little girl, six years of age,

was tried at the Berhampur erinia ses-
sicns for having committed bigamy with
a boy three years her senior, her hnusband
being then alive. The parents of the cIW-
dren were accused of aiding and abetting
them. As the girl was only six years of
age she could not plead seven years of ab-
sence from her former partner. For three
days these two desperate young crinalns
stood tearfully hand In hand in the dock
while their respective parents were beingcharged with abetting the offense. It is
pleasant to be able to record that the juryat length returned a verdict of not guilty,and the youngsters went cheerily homeagain with the smallest possible concep-tion of what all the bother was about.

Vram Lile

I

k vi

"Twenty-five dollars for gas, It's out-rageous! Tell your confounded company,sir, that I refuse to pay itr"

"John, dear, don't you think you wouldbetter pay that gas bill?"

AS A MONOPOLIST

Unal isa's Abaulte Osattel of Inpost,
sinap amd taNIps

Sen Intes'eting Pets Abet the
Postal -"- - * '~t

Uncle Samul to a monopolist of the Ost
order. You wouldn't think so. either, to US-
ten to some of the gentlemen who under-
take the biennial job of saving the country
and posing as the next friend and keeper
of the old gentlemans conscience, but
such is the fact, nevertheles. The three
great industries which he has taken over
to his own exclusive control and behest
are: The levy and collection of imposts
otherwise known as the tarif; the coinage
and issue of money, and the Issue and sale
of postage stamps.
In each of them three great lnes of bud-

now he is absolutely without competition.
No state of the Union may establish cus-
tom houses or impose any restrictions
whatever upon the Dow of oommerce aeroes
Its borders, although they may all levy
taxes upon any kind of property or bus-
ness within their several bounds. No state
or Individual may coin or lowe money, but
it as a remarkable and little known fact
that the Inhibition against individual coin-
age is of comparatively recent enactment.
The Constitution of the United States

provides that no state shall coin money;
but It seems that individuals might do so.
up till about the time of the late civil war.
Of course, It has always been against the
law to counterfeit or Imitate the coinage of
the United States, and so, necessarily, a
coin Issued by a private mint would have
to be so distinctive In shape or markings
as to show that It was not intended to pass
as federal money. For this reason the $50
gold coins or tokens issued by several pri-
vate mints In California during the Rush
times of the We's were octagonal in shape.

Private Mats.
Gold coins were also issued by the Mor-

mons of Utah at about the same time, and
the same thing had been done by parties
in Georgia and North Carolina.
Probably the latest of these private mints

was the one established in Denver in the
early Mrs. It is said that the coinage of
this establishment being brought to the at-
tendon of Secretary Chase, that eminent
fnancier was much astonished to fnd a
respectable frm of bankers engaged In
making and uttering money, ad was still
further surprised when the Attorney Gen-
eral of the United States declared they had
the right to do so.
Thin incident caused the passage of a

law absolutely prohibiting Individuals frm
issuing or circulating anything intended in
any manner to serve as money.

Te Pestal esnepaly.
But it in In his Uttle stamp business that

our thrifty relative has his greatest mo-
nesoly. Postage stamps cost him only a
few cents per thousand to print, and he
sells hundreds and hundreds of maillions of
them every year at prices ranging from $10
up to $,000 or mnre per thousand.
That, however, In only one way of look-

lng at it. The printing and sale of the
stamps is only one-half of the transaction,
and by the time Uncle Sam redeems them
by performing the service which they cat
for, he seldom has any pront left, and it
frequently happens that he must draw
upon his bank account to make up a decit.
There is considerable profit in transport-ing letters by the ton and the carload be-

tween large cities at two cents apiece, butit is the carrying of the light malg over
the thousands of "star routes" all over
the country that absorbs the profits.It costs more to carry a handful of ht-
ters by mule back to Bitter Root, or DogTooth, or Goose Creek, than It does to car-
ry a whole bag full rom New York to Chi-
cago.

It i seldom that Uncle 9am Indulges inanything like sentiment, but the old gen-tleman did so in the recent matter at theColumbian stamps, and now he ands itdidn't pay. He contracted to have 3,00millions of these made at a cost of seven-
teen cents per thousand, or a little over ahalf million of cool cash dollars for themere item of printing alone.
There was quite a rush for the new serieswhen they were Arst put on sale about a

year ago, but the novelty soon wore of,
and It became only too apparent that the
public preferred the old styles.
Here was a quandary. Seventy-four dolars

andJhirty cents per million for printing theold style which the public wanted, as
against $170 per million for printing the
new, which they evidently did not want.
However, the contractors generously re-
leased the government from one-third of
the contract, and he now addressed him-
self to the task of working off the remain-
der of the 2,010 millions that were printedand delivered.
And Just here shows up one of the bean-

ties of doing a business which is an abso-lute moePoly.
When, at the closing up of the year justended, Uncle Sam found hise..a with jE-,

000IUJ of the undesirable and un.saal
'Coluabias'' still on band, he uImn-y pro-
rated the entire stock among the three
thousand and add Presidential post eoein the country, and -et thema out, with In-
structions to the postmastes to give the
public nothing else until this stock sha be
worked off.

Te Print Mis Own Steek,
Uncle Sama in thinkring of printing beinatampe himsae instead of letting out the

Job by contract, and there would seem to
be no good reason why he should not do
so. He can probably have It done as chaply ad as well In his own bureau of en-
graving and printing as it in now done by
contract and there are mnany reasons why
it would be beneacial to the publie service.
Under the contract systemn the stampa

are made by one firm In New York, the
envelopes are furnished by another firm in
Connecticut, while still a third firm sup
plies the postal cards.
The government is under the necessityof maintaining an agent with amiats

at each of these places, and these agents
must exercise the strictest oversight of the
whole business fromn the taking in of the
blank paper to the sendingr out of the fin-
ished supplies upon the requisitions of thmepostmasters.
All these requisitions must reach the

agencies fromn the postmaasters through the
department at Washington, and all com-
plaints froma the postmasters on account
of shortage or miscount must travel
through the samne channel, thus involving
much delay and red tape.
Then again, all stamps damaged in thmemakitng must be transmnitted by the agent

to the dertment for destruction. If but
a single stamp in Imperfect on a sheet the
whole sheet is sent to Washington and
destroyed. Pour or five millions of stamps
are thus remitted to the department everyweek, where they are carefully counted
and then burned. This would seemn to In-
volve much trouble and expense, to saynothing of the dangers of loss by accidentor otherwise.

An EImmense Dnsiness.
It in simply astonishing to contempate
te Immense proportions, to which this

stamp business of Uncle Bamns has grown.

During the past year he sent out to his
T0%) postmasters nearly four billions of
stamped pieces of paper. This at-nae- in
too large for comsprehensin. If they had
all been stamps of the Columban style
they would have been sufficient to mnake a
single ribbon more than T40ES miles In
length or enough to wrap around thin old
globe of ours three timnes. That number of
postal cards would put a paper girdle about
the earth amore than a doses times.
A curious feature about the Columnbian

series in found in the fact that it comprises
stamps of much higher denomninations thandoss the old series. The highest danomn-
tion of the old style ordinary postage
stamp is ninety cents, whereas the Columa-bian series runs up to five dollars. There
cannot be mnuch practical use for this
stamp, except for sale to collectors and~sIbly for the payment of postage on

vy packages of foreign mnail matter.
One Stamp Net fer Sal.

There is one stamp In the old series
whli is not for sale at any price to any-
body, and never passes into the bhands of
the public except by accident.
This is the newspaper and periodical

stamp. Postage upon mall matter of this
class is paid at pound rates in money at
the office of mailing, and the stamps which
are used as evidence of the payment never
pass Into the hands of the publisher, but
are canceled by the postmaster and are
by him forwarded as vouchers to the do-nartene-
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